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30 Years of Flying Fox 

Rescue in Victoria
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 I acknowledge the Traditional 

Custodians of the land on which we 

are meeting. I pay my respects to 

their Elders, past and present, and 

the Elders from other communities 

who may be here today.

Balayang the Bat – brother of 

Bunjil the Eaglehawk



Wildlife Victoria

 Since 1989

 Largest wildlife rescue organisation in Victoria

 Provides a state-wide Wildlife Emergency Response 
Service

 >88,000 requests for service annually

 >44,000 cases created

 ~50,000 animals assisted

 Network of rescue, care and veterinary volunteers

Phone 8400 7300

Web-form

Snap Send Solve



Flying Foxes in Victoria

Geelong Advertiser, Saturday 27th February 1875

“…flying foxes, are very numerous here at present… 

It is now about four years since they visited Colac 

before…”



“Many years ago, it is understood that there were hundreds 
of them on the National Park ridge at Upper Gully”

Mountain District 

Free Press, Thurs 20th

December 1951



WV Annual stats

Total = 3,719 cases

2020 up to 31st October

Few pre 2010 

stats (not shown)



Victorian proportion of GHFF population 

ranges from <1% to about 20%







Top 5 causes

From 2012 “Entangled” category replaced by Entangled -

netting, fencing, fishing line and rubbish





Major cause types & outcomes

Cause type Cases (%) Animals Cases with 

known 

outcome 

(%)

known 

cases 

fatal (%)

known 

cases to 

rehab 

(%)

All  3,719 (100) 4,556 2,791 (75) 914 (33) 864 (31)

Entanglement (all 

types)

1,574  (42) 1,656 1,188 (76) 306 (26) 534 (45)

Entanglement 

(netting)

1,091  (29) 1,166 758 (70) 183 (24) 402 (53)

Found on ground 753  (20) 795 570 (76) 234 (41) 151 (27)

Electrocution 371  (10) 417 320 (86) 174 (54) 21   (7)



Comparison of top 3 causes

* Mo, M., Roach,e M., Hearing, R. & Kwok, A. (2020). Using wildlife carer records to identify patterns in flying-fox rescues: a case study in 
New South Wales, Australi.  Pacific Conservation Biology https://doi.org/10.1071/PC20031

** Scheelings, T.F. & Frith, S.E. (2015). Anthropogenic factors are the major cause of hospital admission of a threatened 
species, the Grey-headed Flying fox (Pteropus poliocephalus), in Victoria. Australia. PLoSONE 10(7) : e0133638 doi: 
10.1371/journal.pone.0133638 

*** Taylor-Brown, A., Booth, R., Gillett, A., Mealy, E., Ogbourne, M. Polkinghorne, A. & Conroy, G.C. (2018). The impact of 
human activities on Australian wildlife. PLoS ONE 14(1): e0206958. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0206958

Cause 1 Cause 2 Cause 3

Wildlife Victoria 

(2010-2020)

Netting (29%)

All entanglement 

(42%)

Found on ground 

(20%)

Electrocution 

(10%)

NSW rehab 

groups*

2011/12, 16/17

All entanglement 

(26%)

Heat Stress (18%) Orphaned/ 

dropped pups 

16%

Zoos Victoria** 

(2000-2014)

Netting (37%) 

Barbed Wire (12%)

(combined 42%)

Unknown trauma 

(28%)

Electrical wire 

(5.5%)

AZWH***      

(2006-2017)

All entanglement 

(51%)

Orphaned/dependent 

young (23%)

Hit by car (10%)

https://doi.org/10.1071/PC20031
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0206958


Comparison of mortality

Overall 

Mortality

Mortality -

entanglement

Wildlife Victoria

(2010-2020)

33% 24% (netting)

Zoos Victoria

(2000-2014)

59% 38% (netting)

AZWH

(2006-2017

43% 42% (all types)



Limitations

 Little accessible/searchable data pre-2010

 No data from other rescue groups

 Cause type unknown for 5% of cases

 Final fate unknown for 25% of cases



Entanglement  

 Threatening process

 Risk for human-bat interactions



Reducing the Netting threat

 Following a long advocacy campaign domestic fruit tree 

netting regulated in Victoria under the Prevention of 

Cruelty to Animals Regulations 2019 (from 1 Sept 2021) 



2005: first hand-reared orphans went to NSW for creche 

and release

Rehabilitation and release



Unusual rescue 

situations – Bass 

Strait



First Soft 

Release 

Enclosure at 

Yarra Bend Park 

2007-2016



2017 new soft release enclosure at Yarra Bend Park



https://www.wildlifevictoria.org.au/wildli

fe-information/historical-data


